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My Friend Jane 
When my mom died last year I realized that her legacy wasn’t how 

she had cared for her family or the knowledge she had gathered in 

her 93 years.  The work she did outside her home and inside the 

home will likely fade with time. Her legacy was her prayer.  But her 

prayer is timeless. It lives on. 

My friend Jane is retiring this month. I’ve known her for over 20 

years. She once facilitated Trinity, a three year overview of the Bible 

cover to cover for 4th – 6th graders. My 35 year old son still remem-

bers some of those lessons. She has also taught classes for adults 

and youth and facilitated pre-martials and the list goes on. Her 

knowledge and experience is deep and rich.   

Many of the children and youth she taught have grown and left.  

Some of them over the years found themselves in tough times strug-

gling with life issues just like the rest of us. Many of them returned to 

seek out Jane. They remembered her and her love for them and God.  

They needed help and felt safe to meet with her. They came seeking 

to unburden and hoping that they would be received with the grace 

Celebrating Jane Dibbern! 
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and promises they learned 

many years ago. Jane was 

still there for them. 

As time passes programs 

come and go.  Things 

change, schedules change, 

families change. But one 

thing doesn’t change. We 

need the hope God offers. 

We all need hope especial-

ly during the hard times.  

Jane pointed to the cross of 

grace. Those young adults 

(and not so young) showed 

up needing that same mes-

sage and hope and wis-

dom. The programs Jane 

did around here will likely 

fade but the hearts she in-

fluenced is her legacy. 

I’ll miss you around here, 

dear friend. 

Mary Lehman – one of the 
many who turned to Jane for 
hope and care and wisdom. 



We Value 
Living Out Our Values 
Over the past several months I have been reflecting on the values 

that make Woodbury Lutheran unique.  Of course as followers of 

Jesus we have certain beliefs and practices that connect us to the 

wider body of Christ, but we also need to recognize that there are 

certain things about our gathering that make us unique from the 

church down the block.  In the same way that each of us as  

individuals are a unique part of the body of Christ, so each  

gathering of Jesus followers is also unique.  

Over the past month I have seen how caring for people is such a 

huge part of the culture of who we are.  Certainly we can always do 

better and there are times when we drop the ball, but I am amazed 

by the way we care for another.   

A great example of this care is the Poinsettia delivery that takes 

place each year for those who have lost a loved one.  The feed-

back from this simple act has been huge as more than 140 plants 

were delivered with the simple message of “we care.” 

A second example of how care works at Woodbury Lutheran is 

through Stephen Ministry.  At a recent Elder’s meeting the Stephen 

Ministry leaders shared that over the past 10 years more than 500 

people have received care from a Stephen Minister – wow! 

A third example of care is our Pastoral Care Assistants.  Each and 

every week these folks are busy bringing communion and visiting 

people in need throughout our congregation.  At a recent funeral 

Bringing Hope to the Hurting 

the daughter of the de-

ceased shared how much 

her father was encouraged 

by the regular visits of his 

pastoral care assistants. 

The amazing piece of each 

of these examples is that 

they are all being carried 

out by the body of Christ at 

Woodbury Lutheran.  This is 

not just the pastors or staff, 

it is not just a small group of 

people, but literally hun-

dreds of you make this hap-

pen! 

We Value Compassionate 

Care – Serving and Wel-

coming.   This value is 

about more than ministries, 

it is something that we pray 

will live in each of our hearts 

as we all grow in our desire 

to care for one another by 

modeling the care Jesus 

has shown us to others.  

“Come to me, all you who 

are weary and heavy bur-

dened, and I will give you 

rest.” -- Matthew 11:28   

Walking Together, 

Pastor Tom 



Baptisms: 

Gavin James Combs 

Kellen Emeka Ochiagha 

 

Deaths: 
Family of Peter Riehle 

Family of Harry Larson 

Marlen VanOverbeke ~ brother, 

Ronald 

Family of Charles Herpolshiemer 

Marsha Kveton ~ grandson, Jakub 

Roger Strharsky ~ sister, Cyndy 

Michael Zenner ~ father, Donald 

Family of Dick Kveton 

Family of Virginia Mars 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Service Times  
at WLC: 

Sundays at Valley Creek: 

Sanctuary, Blended  8  & 11am 
Sanctuary, Contemporary 9:30am 

Genesis, Contemporary 11am 
 

Saturdays at Valley Creek: 

Journey, 5pm 
 

Sundays at Oak Hill: 

Blended 9:00am  
Contemporary10:30am 

 

Office & Mailing Address: 

7380 Afton Road 

Woodbury, MN  55125 
 

Office Hours: 

Mon. – Thurs.: 9am–4pm 

Friday: 9am–3pm 
 

 Phone: (651) 739-5144 

 Fax: (651) 739-3536 

 Website:  
www.woodburylutheran.org 

Respect the Beard 
Bringing the Wisdom of Solomon to Life Today 

What if money wasn’t the enemy?  What if we could apply the  

wisdom of the wealthiest man to ever live?  What if we could live 

within our means?  What if we could learn to give, save and live?  

What if we could live generous lives that reflect the generosity of 

our God?  What if I told you we can?! 

Starting on the weekend of January 9/10 we will be launching this 5 week mes-

sage series based on the Wisdom of Solomon found in the Proverbs.  Why the 

name?  In the Old Testament the beard represented wisdom because it connect-

ed the head with the heart; it was a representation of knowledge taking action.  

Throughout Proverbs Solomon addresses three types of people; the wise, the 

fool and the simple minded.  The truth is we all fall into one of those categories in 

different areas in our lives and the hope is that through this series we will all be-

come a bit wiser when it comes to dealing with our finances. 

At the heart of our teaching will be the truth that it is not what God wants from 

you, but what God wants for you.  In American culture today we are in a real 

financial crisis and not just at the government level.  I just read a statistic that on 

average people under 40 spend 110% of their income.  I may not be good at 

math, but that does not leave much left to give and save!  In 2013 the average 

Japanese adult saved 25%, the average European Adult saved 15% and the 

average American Adult spent 1% more than they earned.  The number one 

reason for divorce is the stress that comes from finances. 

Amazingly this does not have to be how it is; money does not have to rule our 

lives and the wisest man to ever walk this world is going to help show us how to 

take knowledge and apply it as we learn to respect the beard...   

Peace, 

Pastor tom 

Serving Him with Our Hands and Hearts 



Saying Goodbye 
“Every time I think of you, I give thanks to my God.  Whenever I pray, I make my requests for 

all of you with joy, for you have been my partners in spreading the Good News about Christ 

from the time you first heard it until now.  And I am certain that God, who began the good 

work within you, will continue his work until it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus 

returns.” ~  Philippians 1:3-6 

This January we will be saying goodbye to two of our staff members at WLC, one has been around 

literally from the beginning and the other has not been around quite as long, but both have had a 

meaningful and lasting impact on the body of Christ at Woodbury Lutheran. 

Just about two years ago we welcomed Tyler Peterson on our staff as our Worship 

Arts Director.  During his two years with us Tyler has done an amazing job of equip-

ping people to serve in a variety of media ministry areas.  He has also helped to 

bring our technology out of the dark ages and many have been blessed by the nu-

merous testimonies and videos that he has helped produce.  Tyler is an amazing 

young man, who is an extremely hard worker and an amazing team player – he will 

be missed, but we wish him well as he moves on to another opportunity (we also 

look forward to seeing him in worship as he will continues to worship with us at 

WLC). 

The very first President of our congregation was Richard Fischer and Dick had a 

daughter, named Jane.  The DNA of our congregation has lived in and through the 

ministry of Jane Dibbern as she has served with us for more than 25 years in a va-

riety of positions.  It is hard to put into words the depth and breadth of the lives that 

have been touched through Jane and her love of Jesus and love of people.  We are 

so grateful for your ministry Jane and we will look forward to seeing you around! 

We invite you to celebrate Jane Dibbern’s  

retirement at the VC campus on January 9th at 

7pm.  Feel free to invite others who have been impacted by Jane’s 

ministry. All are welcome to attend!  Drop off cards for Jane on  

Sundays in December/January in the church office to thank her for 

her ministry at WLC. If you’d like to include a monetary gift, make 

checks out to WLC with “Jane Dibbern” in the memo. 

Peace, 

tom 



 

Pre-Planning Your Funeral 
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In 
his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and 
into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade—kept in 
heaven for you,  ~ 1 Peter 1:3-4 

Christians believe that eternal life with God is a free gift to all who believe in 
Jesus Christ as Savior from sin. Although death is a very difficult time at 
best, for Christians it is also a time of celebration of faith and life. With faith 
in Jesus, we are able to face the time of death – even our own death.  Dur-
ing 2015, WLC members lost loved ones and one thing that helped the of-
fice staff, was the use of pre-planned funerals.   

Located in the office is a folder that is intended to serve as a guide to pre-
plan your own funeral. It is not intended to become a rigid rule and may be 
changed or revised at any time. It is intended to provide direction and sug-
gestion, at a time when grief may make such thinking and decision-making 
difficult for you and those who love you. It is also a great opportunity to 
share your faith with your family, talking about what Jesus means to you and 
how you want that expressed at the service celebrating your life. Because a 
funeral is for the living and for the dead, it is important to consider the wish-
es of your family as well.  

After you have completed as much of the form as is comfortable for you, 
there are several things you can do with it. You will want to keep a copy at 
home for future reference and updating. If you wish the church to keep a 
copy, we can make a photocopy and keep it in your file here at church.   

If you have questions, please don’t hesitate to call one of your pastors. If 
you’d like a copy of the pre-plan, please stop in the office to pick up a copy.  
Or email Mary Law for an electronic copy at lawm@woodburylutheran.org. 

Consider Pre-Planning Your Funeral in 2016! 





Taken from the January HomeFront Monthly Magazine 



January 2016  
Calendar  
Highlights 
Want more events?  
Visit woodburylutheran. 
ccbchurch.com 

Valley Creek Campus (V) 
7380 Afton Road 
Woodbury, MN 55125 

Oak Hill Campus (O) 
9050 60th Street North 
Stillwater, MN 55082 

St. Croix Campus (S) 
Afton, MN 55001 

(651) 739-5144 

Visit us on the web at 
www.woodburylutheran.org 

(O & V) Offices Closed 
All Day 

(V) Women’s Gathering Group 
Mondays, 12:00pm 
Contact: Tamara Karlstrand,  
651-734-3974 

(V) Women of the Word 
Wednesdays, 9:15am 
Contact: Mary Lehman, 651-739-5144 

(O) Wednesday Morning Study 
Wednesdays, 10:00am 
Contact: Pastor Derek, 651-739-5144 

(O) Women of the Word 
Thursdays, 9:15am 
Contact: Jane Dibbern, 651-739-5144 

(V) Celebrate Recovery 
Thursdays, 6:30pm 
Contact: Larry Smith, 651-308-9113 

(V) Baptism Class  
Saturday, 9:30am 
Contact: Rachel Symmank,  
651-730-0847 

(V) Jane Dibbern Retirement  
Celebration 
Saturday, 7:00pm 
Contact: Nancy Schubbe,651-739-5144 
x203 

(V) Open Doors Thursdays 
Thursday, 5:00pm 
Contact: Pastor Tim, 651-739-5144 x221 

(V) Career Transition Connection 
Thursday, 7:00pm 
Contact: Tom Colosimo, 612-386-3715 

(V) WLC Financial Report 
Sunday, 12:15pm 
Contact: Mark Stutelberg,  
651-739-5144 x202 

(V) WLC Annual Meeting 
Sunday, 12:15pm 
Contact: Pastor Tom, 651-739-5144 x217 

Woodbury Lutheran Church 

7380 Afton Road 

Woodbury, MN  55125 

Multiplying Disciples. Transforming Lives. 
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